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A FUNDING package of 
$220,000 will allow 

Narryna to renovate two of 
its outbuildings, recreate a 
19th century kitchen garden, 
carry out urgent stone repairs 
and continue the program 
of ensuring universal access 
across the site. The new infra-
structure will allow Narryna to 
increase its programming and 
generate income to ensure the 
museum’s financial sustain-
ability. Hobart City Council 
planning approvals and 
Heritage Tasmania Exemp-
tions have been received and 
it is anticipated that works will 
get underway in July- August 
2018. 

Funding for this program 
has been provided by the 
Tasmanian Community Fund 
and Commonwealth Govern-
ment Stronger Communities 
Program. However, we need 
your help. These grants 
require Narryna as the appli-
cant to contribute between 
10% and 50% of the cost of 
the component projects.  
 
Why not consider making a 
tax- deductible donation to 
Narryna in addition to your 
membership?  
Your contribution will have 
maximum tangible impact and 
ensure Narryna’s long-term 
financial security. To donate 
please email narryna@tmag.
tas.gov.au

DARK MOFO:  
WITHIN THESE WALLS

THE MIDDLE-CLASS 
Victorian wife, tightly 

constrained by corset and 
crinoline, is the keeper of the 
domestic altar. Artist Mary 
Scott has created an enigmatic 
collage of image, sound and 
text that intimates the desires, 
prohibitions and transgression 
that lurk within the familiar 
acts of daily life. 

An intense melancholy 
pervades an upstairs bedroom 
at Narryna in which time 
seems to have stopped. In 
the dim light a lone woman 
longs for escape while her 
dreams spool tantalisingly 
beneath her. A soundscape 
captures the turmoil of her 
innermost passions. From the 
bare branches of an old tree 
the distorted cries of birds 
permeate the interior and 
summon passers-by to her 
rescue.

GRANT-
FUNDED 
INFRA-

STRUCTURE 
PROGRAM

The installation is supported 
by an exhibition of 19 century 
girls’ and women’s apparel 
drawn from Narryna’s exten-
sive collection. 

Undergarments such as 
bodices, drawers, chemises, 
corsets, crinolines and bustles 
are fashioned with buttons, 
ribbons and fastenings and 
moulded by horse-hair 
padding, whalebone struts, 
steel hoops, wire mesh and 
firm stitching. They foreshadow 
pinched-in waists, drooping 
shoulders and sharply-defined 
silhouettes and the promise of 
feminine elegance, beauty and 
fecundity. Constriction under-
pinned restriction, impaired 
health and opportunity. 

Female bodies are conflict 
zones, battle grounds between 
private and public, intimate 
and formal, symbolic and 
blatant lie.

‘The smooth folds of her dress concealed a tumultuous heart’  
 – Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary

COSTUME 
REHOUSING 

PROJECT 

NARRYNA will close during 
July and August 2018 to 

allow us to pursue a range of 
conservation, inter pretation 
and infras truc ture projects. 
In 2016 Narryna received a 
National Library of Australia 
Community Heritage Grant to 
undertake a significance and 
preservation-needs assessment 
of its nationally-significant 
costume collection. Narryna 
has received a second grant 
for archival materials for the 
collection. Over Winter 2018 
Joyce Mackey, Narryna’s 
Hon. Curator – Costume and 
Textiles, will lead volunteers 
in upgrading the cataloguing 
and photographic documen-
tation of the collection as it is 
rehoused using the archival 
materials. Please contact 
Narryna’s Volunteer Coor-
dinator, Karyn Rendall, at 
narryna@tmag.tas.gov.au if 
you are interested in partici-
pating in this project. 

EXHIBITION DATES:  
Friday 15 June – Sunday 24 June 2018

Times: 10am – 6pm  
(open until 10pm Fridays and Saturdays)

Admission: $5 on the door

Presented by Narryna in association with the  
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery and Dark Mofo 

Right top: Elements of Mary Scott’s façade 
projection

Right:  Dr Mary Scott

Below: Mary Scott Corset / Pinch 

Below left: Narryna costume collection 
– striped muslin day dress c. 1870, and 
Narryna costume collection corset

mailto:narryna%40tmag.tas.gov.au?subject=
mailto:narryna%40tmag.tas.gov.au?subject=
mailto:narryna%40tmag.tas.gov.au?subject=


NARRYNA COUNCIL

NARRYNA’S governing Council  
comprises  

President: Richard Watson, Secretary: 
Scott Carlin, Treasurer: Liz Gillam, TMAG 
Director: Janet Carding, Community 
representatives: Ann Cripps, Anne Horner, 
Myfanwy Kernke and Colin Thomas, 
TMAG representatives: Patricia Sabine 
and Chris Tassell.         

NARRYNA HERITAGE MUSEUM
103 Hampden Road
BATTERY POINT TASMANIA 7004
E: narryna@tmag.tas.gov.au
T: (03) 6234 2791 

Graphic design:  Julie Hawkins, In Graphic Detail

HISTORICAL scrape 
marks on a fire surround 

bear witness to a tall nursery 
fender guarding the hearth 
in Narryna’s smaller exhi-
bition room. Narryna 
presents one room on the 
eastern side of the house 
as a nursery but it appears 
that, with several families 
of 8-10 children living 
at Narryna in the 19th 
century, the two adjoining 
rooms were used as 
 nurseries. 

Through the generosity 
of a Narryna member, a 
wirework nursery fender 
was acquired for Narryna 
from Walker and Walker 

TODAY’S school-age visitors are 
 Narryna’s future custodians. To see 

how Narryna’s buildings and collec-
tions satisfy Australian Curriculum 
learning outcomes go to the webpage: 
www.tmag.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0011/169472/Australian_ 
Curriculum_Narryna.pdf 

15 June–24 June 10am–6pm (open until 10pm Fridays and Saturdays),  
Dark MOFO @ Narryna: Mary Scott’s Within These Walls

1 July–30 August Narryna will be closed for its annual works program

27 September  6pm Narryna Heritage Museum Incorporated AGM

1–4 November  Narryna Art and Antique Fair. Leading Tasmanian art and antique dealers 
restyle Narryna’s interiors. Check Narryna’s webpage for associated events.

8 December 2018  Christmas Craft Spirit Market featuring 20 distillers from the Tasmanian 
Whisky Producer’s Association and the Tasmanian Gin Collaboration.

VOLUNTEERING at 
Narryna is a great way 

to meet people and give 
back to your community. 
We value the skills and 
knowledge that members of 
our volunteer team bring to 
their work.

At Narryna volunteers 
assist in a range of roles – 
providing front of house 
reception and guided tours, 
conducting school education 

FOR YOUR DIARY

NEW BOOK AVAILABLE

NARRYNA recently 
hosted a major 

exhibition of the life and 
work of Maude Poynter 
(1869-1945). Maude 
Poynter was one of 
Australia’s earliest studio 
potters and a living link 
between the British Arts 
& Crafts Movement and 
Tasmania’s thriving artist-
maker tradition. Having 
spent part of her youth in 
Hobart, Maude Poynter 
studied at the Slade School 

of Art and the Kingston-
on-Thames School of Art, 
London. Returning to 
Tasmania in 1917, Maude 
Poynter exhibited at the 
Arts and Crafts Society 
of Tasmania annual 
exhibitions and mentored 
Violet Mace and Mylie 
Peppin among other artists. 

Glenda King’s Maude 
Poynter — painter and 
potter, published by the 
Australiana Society – 
Tasmanian chapter is 

OLIVE PINK LAUNCH

available to purchase at 
Narryna $45 plus postage 
and packaging. To order 
contact narryna@tmag.tas.
gov.au

Antiques, Richmond. The 
fender’s height and width 
match the scrape marks 
exactly.

Recent acquisition wirework nursery 
fender c. 1840

programs, caring for the 
garden, running fundraising 
events and hands-on 
collection care. These roles 
are perfect for anyone with 
a passion for Tasmania’s 
history.

If you would like to 
volunteer at Narryna, 
please contact Karyn 
Rendall, House Museums 
Coordinator, on 6234 2791 
or narryna@tmag.tas.gov.au

Volunteers Pam Shepherd and Jan Jeffries meet at Narryna.

GILLIAN WARD’S new biography, Olive Pink: Artist, Activist 
and Gardener was launched by Emeritus Professor  Jonathan 

Holmes on1 May 2018 at Narryna. The venue for the launch 
was Narryna’s timber vehicle shed, refurbished as stage 1 of 
the Narryna Infrastructure Program with funding from the 
 Tasmanian Community Fund.

NARRYNA GIVES UP ITS 
SECRETS

VOLUNTEERING  
AT NARRYNA

School visits: Lenah Valley Grade 1 (left) and 
Princes Street Grade 1 (below).

Narryna is supported by Arts Tasmania and the 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery

SCHOOL VISITS  
TO NARRYNA
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